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 SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

  
 

Yes, yes, I know I just finished this three-part sermon series. But I regret not having mentioned just how 
prevalent and pervasive secular thinking has become. It has been inculcated in virtually every aspect of our 
culture.  
 

Secularism is the belief that man does not need God, or that of God’s laws in man’s social, governmental, 
educational, or economic affairs. Ironically, secularism rejects religion, yet is itself a religion. It’s bad enough 
that secularism is a growing problem in our culture, yet it’s even worse that it’s making inroads in the church. 
Worship is often shaped by the felt needs and wants of secularized people. Burk Parsons, “The Religion of Secular-
ism,” editor Tabletalk Magazine published monthly by Ligonier Ministries, March, 2017 pg. 2 
 

In fact, it has been embraced and widely accepted in our mainline Protestant denominations. “The rise of  
secularism in the Western World is a stunning intellectual and moral revolution…it is far more pervasive than 
we might want to believe. It has changed the world views of even those who say they are opposed to it! Many 
professing Christians now operate as theological and ideological consumers, constantly shopping for new 
‘intellectual clothing’, even as they continue to insist they are ‘traditionalists.’” Dr. Al Mohler, “The Advance of 
Secularism” Tabletalk Magazine published monthly by Ligonier Ministries, March, 2017  pg. 13. 
 

But, as Solomon said repeatedly, “There is nothing new under the sun.”  What makes man tick? Why are we 
always looking for a new nirvana? Some new philosophy. Some new ingenious and inventive perspective on 
life? How utterly foolish of us! We look under every nook and cranny instead of seeking the One source who 
created us and breathed life into us. How ludicrous of us to look to man for the answers which man cannot 
provide!  
 

In 1965, Harvard theologian Harvey Cox wrote a book entitled, The Secular City, which became a              
best-seller. The book systematically outlined incontrovertible core beliefs. He wrote: “Secularism was       
here to stay. Once and for all, God was dead. To survive, Christianity would have to accommodate itself       
to modern thought and values. The new religion was about humanity; not God.” But the simple fact is that 
interest in religion has grown globally since the high-water mark of secularism in the 1970’s. Alister McGrath,  
The Twilight of Atheism  (New York: Random House Publishers,  2004)  pgs. 338, 375. 
 

I suppose we’ll always been inundated with new thoughts and ideas; none of which are new. But, there will 
always be one way to bring things back into perspective…God’s holy Word! I leave you with this sobering, 
thought-provoking question: “Do I know where I stand with God?” If you don’t have this assurance, then ask 
yourself this diagnostic question: “Are the things you  are living for worth Christ having died for?” (Attributed 
to English evangelist Leonard Ravenhill). 
 

As for me, I’ll take a huge dose of the sacred; not the secular. Sacred as defined by Rabbi Abraham Heshel: 
“To sense the ‘sacred’ is to sense what is near and dear to God.” Ken Gire,  Windows of the Soul  (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan Publishers,  1996)  pg. 26. 
 
Have a care, 
 
Pastor Cooper 

“Sacred versus the Secular” 



Finance Committee Report 
 

For the first 4 Sundays of July our unrestricted 
contributions were $16,809 and our expenses were 
$23,954. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
  

Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund totaled 
$100.00 for the month of July. This fund is used for 
building and maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
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August                         
Birthdays 



*Elaine Gregerson   08/02 
Miriam Simmons   08/02 
Dorothy Cleaver   08/05 
JoAnne Williams   08/08 
*Doug Bennett   08/10 
Carolyn Craig    08/10 
Bud Merkel    08/12 
*Bill Bohm    08/15 
Earl Ellsworth    08/18 
Sharon Walior    08/21 
David Crockett   08/22 
Pat Sontheimer   08/22 
*Sherry Bennett   08/23 
Steve Jones    08/23 
Ginny Shick    08/24 
Jan Baldridge    08/25 
Urmiah Lynch    08/26 
*Ree Benson    08/26 
Marty Chorzempa   08/27 
Darlene Coulson   08/27 
Michele Southerland   08/28 
Beth Terry    08/31 

 

 Ralph & Dorothy Cleaver  08/05 
Bob & Rita Meisner   08/08 
Marty & (*Jane) Chorzempa  08/17 
Alana & (*Ron)  Mraz   08/19 
Paul & Kathy Battiste   08/24 
Don & Claire Anderson  08/28 
Malcolm & Norma Matheson  08/29 

Happy        
Anniversary 

   August                                 
Anniversaries 

Grace Women’s Ministries  
 

Ladies, we are busy planning the meetings and Bible 
study for the coming year. Patti French and I will be 
chairing the meetings. Michele Southerland and I will 
be sharing in the teaching of the Bible study. 
 

Our welcome back Coff-Tea is scheduled for Thursday, 
October 26, 2017. Our first Bible study will begin on 
Monday, September 25. More details will follow. 
 

Also, on the Women's Ministry table are some books 
which are free. Please feel free to take them. 
 

                         Blessings, 
                                               Sammie McWhirter 

 

 

**Sunday Fellowship** 
 

Our Sunday Fellowship will resume on                  
Sunday, August 6th! 

 

Be sure to join us in the Fellowship Hall following 
the Service. 







To all of you who helped prepare our Sunday 
4th of July “picnic” & provide music, clean 
up, etc.  
 

Thank you all!! We had a great time and got 
to chat. I love sing a longs as well, especially 
old hymns of songs.  
It took much thought and work! Special 
thanks to Flo & Silas!!!  
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. We 
love & appreciate all you do. 
 

Gordon and Ginny Walls 

 

 

Fourth of July Potluck July 2nd at Grace 

“The Dynamic Trio” 

“Lynn is Ready!” 
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OK  . . . .you SNOWBIRDS and former SNOWBIRDS.   
 
It’s time to get rid of all those heavy jackets, long  underwear, 
heavy socks and caps that are taking up too much space in your 
closet or storage facility. The  Phoenix Rescue Mission 
[phoenixrescuemission.org/] will soon have its men’s warm 
clothes drive; and Grace Community Church will participate in this 
important event. Even though it’s sunny and  warm most of the    
time, Phoenix gets cold during part of the SNOWBIRD season,  
especially if you don’t have shelter.    
 

Containers will be set up in our resource center for collection   
starting October 1, 2017.  
 

 Start digging through those closets and trunks and bring all items 
to church on Sunday or any day the church office is open.      
Please hold your enthusiastic response until October 1. 
 

Thank You from the bottom of our heart! 
The Missions Committee. 



The Hope Bags Ministry and 
Donations 

 
The Women’s Ministries of     Grace 
has now made arrangements for cloth-

ing donation to be given to the Hope Bags    Ministry, which  
supports The Phoenix Dream Center, Neighborhood Minis-
tries and the Phoenix Rescue      Mission. You may bring 
your clothing to the church in bags and we will arrange for 
them to be picked up here at Grace. If you  have larger items 
you may call the church at (623) 975-9038 and a pick-up 
can be arranged. Your donations are tax deductible.      
Thankyou so much.                                                                        
                                                 Sammie McWhirter              

A Message from The Missions Committee 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3  4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 
 

24 25 26 

27 28 
 

29 30 31   

       

August 2017 

Communion 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Worship Service 

10:AM 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM 

Men’s Breakfast 
at Tivoli Gardens 
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 
NW Conference  
Room 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM 


